TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY - Lesson Plan – Unit 5

1953-1963 : Frolicsome Fifties and JFK
Textbook Chapters & Sections:  26, 27, 28 (1)

Objective Test Section

KNOWLEDGE

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	Dwight David Eisenhower
	Adlai Stevenson
	Nikita Khrushchev
	Destalinization

	2
	Willie Mays
	Mickey Mantle
	Elizabeth II
	Watson & Crick

	3
	Dylan Thomas
	Hugh Hefner
	Marilyn Monroe
	Ben Hogan

	4
	Nautilus
	Joseph Welch
	Gamel Abdel Nasser
	Ho Chi Minh

	5
	Linda Brown
	DEW Line
	Bikini Atoll
	Polio & Dr. Salk

	6
	Roger Bannister
	Sam Sheppard
	Elvis Presley
	Warsaw Pact

	7
	James Dean
	Rosa Parks
	Bill Haley
	Disneyland

	8
	JRR Tolkein
	Polaris
	John Fitzgerald Kennedy
	Godzilla

	9
	Don Larsen
	EEC
	Strom Thurmond
	Orval Faubus

	10
	Sputnik
	Theodore Geisel
	Berry Gordy Jr.
	Althea Gibson

	11
	Buddy Holly
	Charles DeGaulle
	Ross Bagdasarian
	GRAS List

	12
	Fulgencio Batista
	Fidel Castro
	Louis B Leaky
	Alfred Hitchcock

	13
	Dave Brubeck
	Greensboro, N.C.
	Francis Gary Powers
	Rafer Johnson

	14
	Richard Nixon
	Theodore Maiman
	Frances Kelsey
	Ernest Evans

	15
	Yuri Gagarin
	Bahia de Cochinos
	Alan Shepard
	Berlin Wall

	16
	Roger Maris
	Robert Zimmerman
	The Supremes
	John Glenn

	17
	Telstar
	James Howard Meredith
	Cuban Missile Crisis
	G. "Pat" Brown

	18
	Cesar Chavez
	Rachel Carson
	Marshall McLuhan
	Alexander Solzhenitsyn

	19
	Ken Kesey
	Andy Warhol
	The 4 Seasons
	Cyclamates

	20
	Martin Luther King, Jr.
	Thresher
	Pope Paul VI
	Betty Friedan

	21
	Valium
	Dallas, Texas
	Lee Harvey Oswald
	Jack Ruby


Comprehension
1
Why did Richard Nixon make his famous "Checkers" speech?

2
What was the original purpose of the Interstate Highway System?

3
How does the Edsel prove that market research is not always valid?

4
What actually is a "Catch-22"?

5
What did JFK really say, and what did he mean, when he said, "Ich bin eine Berliner"?

6
What were JFK's biggest problems in getting elected in 1960?  How did he overcome them?

7
Why did so many African nations choose to fight for independence in the early '60's?

8
Why do some pop singers like Sonny & Cher become fashion and cultural role models?

9
Why does your mom put dented tomato sauce cans back on the grocery-store shelves?

Application 

1
Shows like "Your Show of Shows", "I Love Lucy", "Ozzie & Harriett", "The Mickey Mouse Club", "The Honeymooners", "Leave It To Beaver", "Davy Crockett", and "The Today Show" caused the '50's to be known as TV's Golden Age.  Is that a true description, or nostalgic nonsense?

2
Was Newton Minow correct in his statement that television is a "vast wasteland"?

3
Why was the "mutual inspection" proposal Ike made destined to fail?

4
Does the "military-industrial complex" Ike warned us about still exist?

5
Would JFK's 1960 Inaugural Address stir today's young Americans to action?

6
How has Gideon v. Wainwright affected America's legal system?

7
What did it mean when the Soviet Union bought our surplus wheat in 1963?

8
How is the Berlin Wall both functional and symbolic?

9
When Martin Luther King Jr. told us "I have a dream.....", what was his dream, and has it come true?

10
How did the Cuban Missile Crisis cause the installation of a "Hot Line" phone in the Kremlin & White 


House?

11
Do individuals like Madalyn Murray O'Hair actually have an important point to make, or are they just trying to stir up trouble?

Subjective Test Section
Analysis 

1
Listen to Billy Joel's "We Didn't Start the Fire".  Why do you think he chose the particular incidents and people of the '50's that he did?  Is there a pattern in his choices?  A message?

2
Make a list of some of your favorite songs of the era.  What characteristics do they have in common?
3
Is the time past when the sort of work by Estelle Friedman Lederer and her sister Pauline is obsolete?
4
Does the movie Rebel Without a Cause still reflect serious teenage concerns?

5
Does the musical West Side Story still reflect serioius teenage concerns?

6
Was Mao Zedong's "Great Leap Forward" the kind of success he hope for?

7
Why does Twelve Angry Men remain an interesting movie?

8
In how many ways does today's map of Africa look different than one that would have been published in 1950?

9
How near are we to achieving the dream MLK Jr. told us of in his 1963 speech?

10
How many ways can you think of that our daily life has been affected by the Abington Township v. 
Schempp Supreme Court decision?

11
What exactly did JFK mean when he said, "Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country"?

12
What major mistakes did the U.S. make in its invasion of Cuba at the "Bay of Pigs"?

13
What was the real message JFK was sending when he said, "Ich bin eine Berliner"?

14
How have the events in Dallas on November 22nd, 1963 changed our lives forever?

Evaluation 

1
Listen to "Sh-Boom" by the Chords, and tell why it is seen as the first "Rock 'n' Roll" song.

2
What qualities made Eugene O'Neill's "Long Day's Journey into Night" a Pulitzer Prize winner?

3
Is conformity as bad a thing as we make it out to be, or is it unavoidable?

4
Was the government's "containment" policy ultimately successful, or a failure?

5
Were the integration policies of the 1950's a success in the long run?

6
Is "Duck & Cover" a harmless game to teach children preparedness, or could it have created deep-


seated and long-lasting psychological disturbances?

7
Is NATO still a viable and useful organization, or has it outlived its usefulness?

8
Who won the Arms Race?

9
How likely was the offer of "mutual inspection" to be accepted and carried out fairly?
10
How has Fidel Castro lived up to the principles of his original ideal of a "Humanist Revolution"?

11
Do so-called "cover" songs do a service or an insult to the original artists?  Do they help defeat or


perpetuate racial discrimination?

12
Read some of Norman Vincent Peale's The Power of Positive Thinking.  Are the principles he uses 
still valid today, or have they become outdated?

13
Is Jack Kerouac's writing, particularly On The Road, a valid experiment in literature, or the pointless ramblings of a semiliterate scribbler?

14
Why was J.R.R. Tolkein's The Lord of the Rings trilogy so popular?  Does it have continuing value as literature, or is it simply a past fad?

15
When "Art" becomes popular, as it did in the 50's, does it lose some of the quality that identifies it?

16
Read part of The Gutenberg Galaxy.  Has McLuhan’s vision of the future come to pass?

17
Read One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich.  Can you see why Solzhenitsyn might have been considered an “enemy” to the Soviet state?

18
Read part of One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.  Did Kesey’s use of humor sabotage his desire to send an important message?
Synthesis 

1
What will be the next great innovation in the use of nuclear power?

2
Assuming that the Domino Theory was logical, describe how, in fact, it has occurred in reverse, with American cultural preferences becoming the invasive factor.

3
Draw a sequence of maps showing a city (real or imagined) experiencing the "suburban shift" of the 1950's.

4
Write a "beat" poem that reflects your attitudes on a social phenomenon.

5
Create 5 original "Droodles" that reflect your sense of humor.

6
We used to open cans with a sharp-pointed opener, until the advent of the pull-tab can in 1962.  Since then, the system has changed several times, to eliminate waste, decrease danger, and improve flow.  Design the NEXT improvement in aluminum can openings.

7
Create a piece of Op Art that fits the characteristics of examples of the era.

